
Code Advisory Group

October 24, 2013
Daniel Parolek, Opticos Design



The Community Character 
Process



Extracting the “DNA” of a Place 
to Inform the Code



Citywide Photo Documentation 



Neighborhood Photo Documentation 



Neighborhood Photo Documentation 
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Mapping/Analysis: 
Different Neighborhoods, Different Patterns



Neighborhood Mapping:
Building Footprints/Figure Ground

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Connectivity

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Aerial Photo 

(with Activity Centers and Corridors from Imagine Austin)

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Existing Zoning

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Existing and Proposed Access to Public Transportation

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Bike Plan (Existing and Proposed Bicycle Facilities)

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Environmental Constraints

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Year Built

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Activity Corridors and Centers (Imagine Austin)

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Topography

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Walkability Index

Old West Austin Northwest Hills



Neighborhood Mapping
Final Summary Poster 

Old West Austin Northwest Hills
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We are Not “Freezing” Neighborhoods 
in Their Current State

Walkability Index



We are Not “Freezing” Neighborhoods 
in Their Current State

Walkability Index



We are Not “Freezing” Neighborhoods 
in Their Current State

Walkability Index



Are We Missing Any Other Maps?



How Will This Information 
Be Used to Inform the Code?



Composed Into a Community Character 
Manual

Composed Into Community Character Manual

1. Citywide Photo Boards

2. Sample Neighborhood Photo Boards

3. Mapping for Sample Neighborhoods

4. Neighborhood Plan Summaries

1. Top Goals and objectives

2. Other pertinent information to inform the code



Defining a Palette of Austin Place Types:
Determining Which Type of Zoning is Best for Each Place



Austin Example:
Upper Boggy Creek: Different Places within Neighborhood

Area 1:

Compact 

Walkable

Area 2: 

Transitional

to Suburban

Area 3: 

Suburban



Application of Imagine Austin’s Activity 
Corridors and Center

Upper Boggy Creek



Inform/Systematize Future 
Neighborhood, Area, & TOD Planning 

Efforts
Upper Boggy Creek

Currently: Many Similar but Different Systems



Next Steps: In Addition to 
Community Character 



Code Diagnosis: Peter Park’s 3 Buckets

1. Code Organization/Structure

2. Specific Development Standards

3. Administration/Development Review Process



Up to 400 Different Combinations of 
Base and Combing Zones

Upper Boggy Creek

Bad Start in Terms of Clarity and Usability

NO

Base District

Neighborhood
Office

Combining Districts

MU
Mixed
Use

H
Historic

MU
Neighborhood

Plan

NO-MU-H-P



Rich Palette of Base Zones and 
Standards Can Solve Many Issues

Upper Boggy Creek

Currently: Too Many Layers of Systems. Similar Goals
Small Footprint Urban Neighborhood  Zone
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Development Review Process

“We have a lot to explore/discover in 

Austin’s development review 

organization/practices to create a code 

they can effectively implement.” 

Peter Park



Development Review Process



Usability and Graphic Clarity 

Throughout the Code



Code Revision: Four-Step 

Process



More Than a Better Code…
Better Places
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